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Two Experts Show us How to Connect
our Computers to our Televisions
August 21:
This is your
chance to learn all
about hooking up a
computer to your
television set, so
you can show
DVDs, surf the
internet, watch
You Tube, etc.
Presented by Tom Ault, with Ken Larrabee, both of
whom have set up such systems in their homes.

The Inside Stories:
2. Special Interest Groups & Recycle Bin
4. What’s All This Cloud Stuff, Anyhow? It’s supposed to
be the next big thing but…
5,6. CFCS Details, phone numbers, Member Renewal
6. Should you worry about image retention on an LCD
7. Choosing a Mouse. Others to choose from

They will show you how to connect your computer
to your entertainment center, so that you may better
enjoy movies, music, internet, pictures and home
movies. It will be about the different hardware, software, and controllers that may be used, and their interaction with each other. Depending on what you
want to do, it can be very simple or quite confusing.
Hopefully we will make it less confusing.
Sept. 18: Charles Prince - Avast Anti-virus Software)
October 16: Sara Brown, Orange Country Library E-books and the Virtual Library System
All events are held at 2 pm in the Jackson Hewitt
office on Lee Rd. and Turner Rd. See map on pg. 24.
Jan. Feb. and Mar. presentations will be at the University Club of Winter Park. For details and maps,
consult our website at cfcs.org.
(Continued on page 2)

8. Corel Paintshop PhotoPro. Easiest to Use.
10. Discovering Windows 7 : Mobility and Action Centers
11. Slide Scanning 2011 : Author’s slides lost in fire
12. Ink & Toner Deal : Help yourself AND CFCS
15. This n That : Six Degrees of Separation” - the movie
applied to our computers
16. Color wheel : Free online Color Scheme Designer
17. Testing Memory : No, not that memory, your computer’s memory! Find the module that’s causing the problem
22. Helpline. Numbers to call for help
23. Calendar for the next two months
24. Meeting Directions to the monthly general meeting
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SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUPS (SIG)
Earlier on the same day of each presentation,
the WINDOWS Special Interest Group (SIG)
meeting is held. The WinSIG always meets at
12:30 pm, and is hosted by VP Hewie Poplock,
just before the CFCS General Meeting. If you use
or plan to use Windows, these discussions, demonstrations, and Q&A sessions will be of immense
value to you. Geared to intermediate level Windows
users. Tips, tricks, and information on all versions
of Windows are discussed. An e-newsletter is sent
periodically with meeting information and links discussed at the meeting. You need not attend both
meetings, but many members do. Non members are
always welcome. Sign up for the free e-newsletter
at cfcs.org .
The ACCESS, MS OFFICE, and SECURITY SIGs meet conjointly on the second Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm at the New Horizons Learning Center at 1221 Lee Rd. Arvin
Meyer, a Microsoft MVP (Most Valuable Professional), (and current CFCS president), leads the
SIG. http://groups. yahoo.com/group/cfcs-access
This is a combination of three separate SIGs which
now meet alternately for the duration of Arvin‟s
presidency. They will resume separate meetings
when he leaves office and/or publishes his upcoming book.
The GRAPHICS/PHOTO SIG lead has been
assumed by Hewie Poplock and will be presented
in an open online forum on an announced schedule. (Sign up for the free e-newsletter at cfcs.org .)
E-mail: graphic-sig@cfcs.org
The TECH DISCUSSION SIG meets on the
fourth Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm at
the Casselberry Denny‟s at 436 and Oxford Rd.
SIG leader is Stan Wallner, President Emeritus.
This SIG is a non-structured, open conversational group for CFCS members, that has no specific topic or speaker, but is simply a round table
discussion. It is not an advanced group, but a place
for people to come and discuss various subjects,
such as new products and technologies, hardware,
software, web-related, etc. Bring in articles from
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magazines, newsletters, unusual problems/situations
that have arisen, questions, etc. Also, new or ailing
devices or notebook pc's are welcome, either for
"show and tell" or discussion or demo of situations. E
-mail: tech-sig@cfcs.org
The iSIG meets on the third Monday of each month
at 7:00 PM at Denny's on Lee Rd & I-4. The iSIG
meetings cover the products that use the iPhone OS,
which includes the iPhone, iPad, and iPod. This is a
combined effort of the Central Florida Computer Society
http://www.cfcs.org
and
the Florida Macintosh Users Group
http://
www.flmug.com. Other groups are invited to participate. Attendees are consumers, developers, consultants, and publishers, who find common interests and
discuss how to handle topics from both the consumer
& the developer perspectives. The SIG leader is Sean
Kane, Certified Apple Technical Coordinator, longtime Mac and iPhone user, and a technologist and
consultant to Walt Disney Feature Animation Florida.
Please note that the iSIG meets at the Denny's on Lee Rd
in Orlando. The Tech-SIG and the Board of Directors
meetings continue to meet at Denny's on 436 & Oxford
Rd in Casselberry.

The Recycle Bin
by Stan Wallner,
President Emeritus, CFCS
Stan, a CFCS member since 1984, has served in many
offices over the years, and is now on the BOD as President
Emeritus. Separately, he is a local IT consultant, "PC
Doctors Make House Calls,"offering his services on-site,
at your office or home - for PC and Laptop Upgrades,
WiFi, Networks, Virus & Spyware removal,
Troubleshooting both hardware & software, at reasonable
rates (discounts for CFCS members!). You can contact
him at smwallner@yahoo.com or 407-862-2669.

This is a MOST important issue regarding our
environment; and can't be over-emphasized! It is an
area that is changing frequently, so please keep
reading this column regularly!
Regarding your bringing items to either the General
Meeting or my own SIG - if you have a few items for
Orlando Recycles, let me know. If I know well in
advance so there aren't too many items on any one
day, I'll take them from there. I DO need to know in
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advance. AND, I do plan to do a lot less of this now
that there are more options.

Category "A" - For Monitors, Printers,
Scanners that still work, and PC's that
are repairable)
# 1 Orlando Recycles, Inc is now the CFCS
PREFERRED and RECOMMENDED Recycler!
WHY? We have worked out what should prove to be
a win-win situation for both of us, with absolutely no
risk involved for either of us! They are willing to
PAY for we what we recycle with them! It will be
variable, based on what we drop off, but no one else
has offerred to do this, and the BOD has authorized
me to pursue this. AND, they will do the same for
items that DO NOT work, so they do truly fit in both
Category “A” AND “B!!”
They are at located at 5014 Forsyth Commerce Road,
#4, Orlando, FL, 32807, just off Forsyth, about 1/2
mile east of 436 and Colonial. Their hours are from
9:00 to 5:30. You do not need to call them. If you
are near them, and want to take things on your own just go there and ask for Tracy, their Operations
Manager, say you are involved with CFCS, and she
will make sure that whatever you drop off gets
tagged, and entered towards CFCS's credit into a
spreadsheet. Then, whether monthly (or quarterly if
amounts are small and take a while to build up), the
value they assign to what you dropped off will be
mailed to CFCS!! What could be easier! Why not
help CFCS? Yes, Missionary PC's, Goodwill and
others are worthwhile, but not very helpful to CFCS,
Best Buy, Staples and others will even charge you!
Why not use these folks - CFCS will gain!
The other cool thing about this arrangement is that
Dave Archard, their Procurement Manager (who
decides the value of what is left there and will be
sent to us), just happens to live near ME, and does
not mind coming to my house to get stuff in his van
or pickup truck! So this means you can bring items
to one of our meetings (with coordination as
mentioned before), we put it MY van, and he'll come
get it from me - MUCH easier for everyone! (And, I
have frankly gotten tired of doing this on my own.)
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#2 Southeastern Data, at 142 Park Road, Oviedo,
FL 32765 (Off Alafaya Trail, just north of E.
McCulloch Road); phone 407-971-4654.
They've been very helpful in allowing CFCS
members to drop off most recyclables with no service charge for quite some time; greatly appreciated!
(There ARE places that do have fees to recycle all
items - I am not going to include them in this column) They offer free recycling to CFCS members
with the exception of CRT monitors, terminals, and
some TVs. CRTs and terminals are $3.00 each. TVs
need to be evaluated, but most are free. It is best to
call before you take items there to be sure you don't
arrive at a bad time, Also, do let them know you are
involved with CFCS. Southeastern Data is also a
great place to pick up parts and accessories, and they
accept trade ins against purchases. In some cases
they will even outright purchase your components.
Their hours are 8:00 am til 5:00 pm, Monday thru
Friday, with other hours available by appointment.
#3 Goodwill. They have recently changed their
policy, and WILL now accept WORKING
Monitors including CRT‟s if not too old, Printers,
Scanners, PC's, DVD, CD or Hard Drives at all of
their locations, including the manned Trucks around
town.
#4 Salvation Army. They also accept WORKING
Monitors including CRT's if not too old, Printers,
Scanners, PC's, DVD, CD and/or Hard Drives at all
of their locations.
They do not sell them in their stores, but Auction
them off at their W. Colonial location, every Mon,
Wed, and Fri, at 9:00 am, along with other various
items that either did not sell or are damaged..."
#5 Vietnam Vets.
They also accept WORKING
Monitors including CRT's if not too old, Printers,
Scanners, PC's, DVD, CD and/or Hard Drives at all
of their locations. They do sell them in their stores.

BUY YOUR INK at :
cfcs.InkRaiser.com
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Category "B" - Scrap - For Monitors,
Printers, Scanners that DON'T work,
and PC's that are too old, and/or NOT
repairable)
#1 Best Buy Stores. New to us! All local stores; no
need to contact them first. All items above; all at NO
CHARGE, limited to three items per visit. The only
exceptions are CRT Monitors or TV's. First, there is
a maximum size of 32", and there will be a fee of
$10.00 each. However, they do immediately return
the $10.00 to you in the form of a Cash Card! You
can go to www.bestbuy.com/recycling for more info,
or CALL - we're available 24/7' at 1-888- BEST
BUY (1-888-237-8289)!
#2 Recycling Directory: http:// earth911.com/
Earth911 is a directory containing information for
recycling over 240 different products that are free for
consumers. There are over 127,000 locations and
programs that people can search to find local
recycling and disposal resources. Thanks to Mike
Ungerman and Hewie Poplock for sending this to me
- includes County places, and for example - Staples,
many others, by ZIP. It is thorough! (What is not
mentioned on this site, again. for example, is that
Staples CHARGES $10 EACH for any PC, Printer,
CRT or LCD , even Hard Drive! Only small items,
such as mice and keyboards are free. So I would say
―caveat emptor ― applies! Call or go first, as I did!
We will be adding to this list. There are many additional places, and we want as many listed here as is
possible for our members‟ convenience! If you have
suggestions or comments, send an email
to
presidentemeritus@cfcs.org.
My suggestion is that you consider the new #1 in
Category A, Orlando Recycles, Inc and that you
work through me as suggested above - that is the
ONLY way that CFCS benefits!

BUY YOUR

INK at :

cfcs.InkRais

er.com
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What’s All This
Cloud Stuff, Anyhow?*
By Greg Skalka, President, UCHUG
(Under the Computer Hood UG),
California
July 2011 issue, DriveLight
www.uchug.org
president@uchug.org
Cloud computing is supposed to be the next big
thing. Microsoft has commercials showing people
delayed at an airport watching TV show episodes “in
the cloud”. Lots of big companies like Amazon, HP,
IBM, Dell and AT&T are pushing their own version
of the “cloud”. Even Apple is introducing iCloud.
What does it really mean? Will our stuff be in the
public cloud, private cloud or both? Is it going to
give us more capabilities, help us save money and
have all our stuff available anywhere we want it, or
will we only get rain and overcast from the “cloud?”
Cloud computing involves getting data, applications
and services over the Internet. You might have your
photos, music and other files stored on someone
else‟s servers, rather than on your computer. This
would allow you to access those files from any computer connected to the Internet. You might run webbased applications that allow you to perform the
same functions as an office productivity suite, like
document and spreadsheet creation, without having
any office software installed on your PC. You might
get your email through a web-based system and interface. For all the hype, though, it seems that “cloud”
is just another word for the Internet.
Is the cloud just a return to the dumb terminals connected to the computer mainframe model of computing, with the Internet now doing the connecting?
Most of us are already doing things in the cloud. If
you have used Google Gmail on the web, filed your
taxes with the online version of TurboTax, shared
photos on Flickr or checked out your friends on Facebook, you‟ve had your head in the cloud. Even if
you host photos on your (home) network hard drive
that can be accessed by others over the Internet, that
is your own private cloud. Think about that the next
(Continued on page 6)
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THE CENTRAL FLORIDA COMPUTER SOCIETY is a
charitable, scientific and educational, nonprofit organization,
founded in 1976 and incorporated in 1982 to encourage interest in
the operation and development of computers through meetings
with free exchange of information and educational endeavors.
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Board of Directors
President

Arvin Meyer

407-327-3810

president@cfcs.org

Vice Pres.

Hewie Poplock 407-362-7824

vicepresident@cfcs.org

Secretary

Bess MacConnell 407-644-3852

secretary@cfcs.org

Newsletter: The CFCS Newsletter © 2008 is the official
newsletter of the Central Florida Computer Society, Inc. It is
published every month by CFCS for the purpose of keeping
members and others informed of computer-related news and
activities of the Society. Circulation: 25,000.

Treasurer

Carlton Jacobs 407-328-2766

treasurer@cfcs.org

Director 1

Jack L. Pearson 407-880-7339

dir1@cfcs.org

Director 2

Ted Goodwin

407-894-1180

dir2@cfcs.org

Director 3

Forrest Cheek

407/629-4139

dir3@cfcs.org

Mailing Address:
CFCS
204 Larkwood Dr., Suite 100
Sanford FL 32771
Membership: CFCS membership includes participation in the
Society's activities and subscription to this Newsletter.

Newsletter Editor

Robert Black

407-421-4213

editor@cfcs.org

President Emeritus

Stan Wallner

407-862-2669

presidentemeritus@cfcs.org

SIG Chair

Ken Larabee

407-365-2660

sigs@cfcs.org

Chairpersons and Coordinators
Special Interest Groups

Ken Larabee

APCUG

Hewie Poplock

Education
FACUG
Hardware Manager
Helpline Volunteers

(Open)
Arvin Meyer
Arvin Meyer
Griff Moore

(e-mail only)

Members are responsible for sending a change-of-address
notification (including e-mail) to:
membership@cfcs.org.

Membership
Photographer

Jay Jacobs
Robert Black

407-328-2766 membership@cfcs.org
407-421-4213) photographer@cfcs.org

Gifts to CFCS are welcome, and because of the Society's nonprofit
tax status, are tax deductible.

Program Coordinator
Reviews (S/W & Books)

Stan Wallner (temp)(e-mail only)
Mike Ungerman
(e-mail only)

programs@cfcs.org
reviews@cfcs.org

Webmaster

Cheryl Wilson

webmaster@cfcs.org

Annual Dues Schedule:
Individual ……………………….$
Extra family member ..…….…..
Student (Full time)………………
Corporate membership……..…..
*Includes free business card ad

40
24
24
132*

Meetings: CFCS meets each month on the 3rd Sunday at 2:00
p.m. at the Jackson Hewitt Training Center, 2221 Lee Rd.
Winter Park, FL The Jan. Feb. and Mar. meetings are held at
the University Club of Winter Park. Guests and the general
public are invited to attend. Special Interest Groups (SIGs) within
the Society meet regularly. See Special Interest Groups listings on
pages 6 & 7.
CFCS Web site:

Editorial: Articles for publication in the CFCS Newsletter should
be emailed to the Editor at: editor@cfcs.org. Please use Microsoft
Word format, Times New Roman font, 12 point, if possible. The
deadline for submitting articles is the first of each month.
Articles by authors other than directors of CFCS and the
Newsletter staff do not necessarily reflect the policies or sanction
of the Society. Unless otherwise indicated, articles in the CFCS
Newsletter may be reprinted in newsletters of other nonprofit
organizat-ions, without permission, provided credit is given.
This issue was created using Microsoft Office
Publisher 2003 Edition. ◙

2003 and MS

Interested in making a difference?
Then volunteer with CFCS! The programs and
benefits that members receive would not exist
without members also volunteering. There are
vacancies for a Program Chair/Coordinator, Education Chair and Advertising Chair. Please contact Stan Wallner, if you have any questions,
comments, or suggestions. president@cfcs.org

apcug@cfcs.org
education@cfcs.org
facug@cfcs.org
407-327-3810 hardware@cfcs.org
(e-mail only) helpline@cfcs.org

(e-mail only)

Newsletter Committee
Editor: Robert Black
Associate Editor:
Proofreader: Ted Goodwin
Distrib: Stephen Constant

www.cfcs.org

407-365-2660 sigs@cfcs.org

Advertising: (Needed)

CFCS Newsletter Advertising
Computer ready rates, for one time insertion, whether in the Printed or
Electronic Edition:
Full Page
$200.00*
Quarter Page
$75.00*
Half Page
125.00*
Business Card
25.00*
Advertising deadline: the first day of month of issue. Electronic copy is
required.
All ad copy and correspondence should be sent by email to: advertising@cfcs.org
*Annual Rates, Paid in Advance, for 12 insertions, with a minimum of 2
Printed
Editions: Full Page
$1200*
Quarter Page
$450
Half Page
750
Business Card
150
*Does not include Back Page; please inquire if interested

CFCS is associated with both
International & Florida User Group Associations:

www.apcug.net
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(Continued from page 4)

time you are using Amazon‟s Cloud Drive to store
and listen to your MP3 of The Rolling Stones‟ “Get
Off Of My Cloud.”
One thing that appears obvious to me is that we are
each dealing with more information, larger files and
larger bandwidth streams than ever before. Without a
high-bandwidth Internet connection, cloud computing would not be feasible for an individual. No one
will be accessing the cloud with dial-up. As our files
get larger, passing them between the cloud and your
PC takes more time or bandwidth. While some might
be pushing
more megapixels in digital cameras and advocating
streaming HD video, these trends further challenge
the utility of the cloud concept.
Using cloud storage can be great way to share photos
and videos. It is about the only way to share the large
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Membership renewal invoices will be e-mailed from
treasurer@cfcs.org approximately thirty (30) days prior
to your membership expiration. Invoices will be snail
mailed to members for whom there is no e-mail address
in the membership database and to those members
whose e-mail was returned to treasurer@cfcs.org for
any reason. Please help us by adding this address to
your contacts list and setting your spam filter to let our
message get to your inbox. We do not share your e-mail
address with others (We hate that too!), but it is necessary for full participation in the Society, including receiving your newsletter.
Members will be requested to renew their membership
by paying dues on time. Dues may be paid by cash or
check at the meeting, by PayPal at http://
www.cfcs.org/membership/membership.php or by
mailing a check to:

CFCS
204 Larkwood Drive Ste 100
Sanford, FL 32771-3643
If you do not receive a renewal invoice, lose it or have
questions about your dues and or membership status,
please inquire at the sign-in table or send an e-mail to:
treasurer@cfcs.org.
Membership Cards: A new membership postcard with
the membership card included for the next year will be
distributed at the meeting following your renewal. The
Cards will be mailed to those members who request
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JPEG files that new 10+ megapixel cameras take.
You sure can‟t email those large files, and no one
wants to wait for the CD (or DVD) of photos from
the family gathering to arrive in the mail. The problem with the cloud is it can still take a long time to
upload and download large files, even with a broadband Internet connection.
This indicates to me that the cloud concept could be a
farce in some cases. Every new camera I buy has
more megapixels, but if I have to spend hours uploading the photos from my camera to the cloud, and
people spend hours tediously downloading, it does
not seem like progress. If I have to resize my photos
to put them in the cloud (as my primary, or only storage), then why are these camera manufacturers working so hard to sell me on more resolution?
And don‟t get me started on the security concerns of
computing in the cloud, or you‟ll really have me
singing “Get Off Of My Cloud.”

Should you worry
about image retention
on an LCD monitor?
By Linda Gonse, Editor/Webmaster,
ORCOPUG (Orange County PCUG),
California
July 2011 issue, Nibbles ‘n Bits
www.orcopug.org
editor@orcopug.org
I just bought a brand new HP ZR22w LCD flat
screen monitor. My understanding always has been
that burn-in (also called image retention or image
persistence) does not occur on LCD screens. But, an
HP help file that came with my monitor dispelled that
notion.
“Image retention occurs when the monitor is left ON
while displaying the same image for an extended period of time, leaving a „shadow‟ of this image on the
screen.”
I researched the burn-in problem further and
About.com, http://bit.ly/k05clD, said “Image reten-
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tion can be corrected in most cases and is easily prevented.” That statement was a relief!
The article went on to list methods that could be used
to prevent image retention/persistence.
“Set the screen to turn off after a few minutes of
screen idle time under the Power functions in
Windows. Turning the monitor display off
will prevent an image from being displayed
on the screen for extended periods of time. Of
course, this could be annoying to some people as the screen may go off more than they
wish.”
“Use a screen saver that either rotates, has moving graphic images or is blank. This also prevents an image for being displayed in screen
for too long.”
“Rotate any background images on the desktop.
Background images are one of the most common causes for image persistence. By switching backgrounds every day or few days, it
should reduce the change of persistence.”
“Turn off the monitor when the system is not in
use. This will prevent any problems where
the screen saver or power function fails to
turn off the screen and result in an image sitting on the screen for long times.”
The bottom line is not to be too worried about image
burn-in, but keep it in mind when using your LCD
monitor and you can easily prevent it from happening.
If somehow it does happen, see http://bit.ly/k05clD
for instructions on how to correct existing image retention on LCD monitors.
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screensaver enabled. Use the timed Energy/Power
setting to automatically turn the monitor off when
your system is idle for a while.

Choosing a Mouse
By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS
Newsletter
www.compukiss.com
sandy@compukiss.com
The mouse is a useful computer tool. Here's a little
history combined with information on the many different types of mice available today.
Many people seem to be curious how the mouse got
its name. In the early 1960's, a man named Douglas
Engelbart was fascinated with a theory he called
"human augmentation technology," an idea that the
computer should be used to enhance human performance. Up to that time, computers were useful only
to military and scientific communities. In 1968, Engelbart made an input device to help people interact
with the computer. The original mouse was a small
rectangular wooden box with a cable running to the
computer. Since the cord looked like a tail and mice
are known for scurrying along a surface, this new
device quickly became known as a mouse. The
mouse turned out to be one of Englebart's most ingenious ideas. Yet, Englebart's original ideas were
rejected, only to be resurrected later by others who
took both the credit and the financial rewards. Because it frees the user from having to exclusively use
the keyboard, the mouse is recognized as one of the
great breakthroughs in computing.

Finally, the HP text helpfully revealed another problem not known to all LCD monitor users, “the fluorescent lights inside the display have a limited lifetime and will gradually degrade.” This is reason
enough not to leave a monitor on 24/7, even with a

The basic functionality and size of the mouse that we
use today has changed little since 1968, but there
have been changes in the technology behind the
mouse. Older mice worked by a tracking ball on the
bottom of the device. If you are still using this type
of roller ball mouse, it is time for an upgrade.

Be a smart guy. You could pay your yearly
dues to CFCS simply by making computer
related purchases at Smart Guys Computers.
Buy a laptop, get free dues!

The newer type of mouse is the optical mouse. The
optical mouse uses a tiny camera to take thousands
of pictures every second. It employs a light-emitting
diode (LED) that bounces light off the surface on to
a CMOS sensor that is similar to the sensors used in
some digital cameras.
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Optical mice have several advantages over the traditional roller ball mice:
 They have better tracking and a smoother response.
 There are no moving parts to wear out.
 While dirt gathered inside of the ball and roller
bars of traditional mice interfering with the tracking,
the optical mouse is sealed and there is no way for
dirt to get inside the mouse.
They can be used on most surfaces without a mouse
pad. The only exception is a mirror, glass, or extremely shiny surface.
Most optical mice have a red light that shines
through the bottom of the mouse. The light can actually be any color. I have even seen a few that cycle through various colors, although I don't really
see the point in that because the bottom of the
mouse is usually not seen.
One of the newest types of mice is the laser mouse.
This is a type of optical mouse that uses a laser
beam instead of an LED light. The laser beam is invisible, or nearly invisible, to the human eye. The
laser mouse is more precise and accurate, but also
more expensive. It's great for professional graphic
designers and some gamers might find them useful,
but the average computer user won't see enough difference to warrant the increased cost.
So if you are still using a mouse with a roller ball on
the bottom, you might want to upgrade to an optical
mouse. Or buy a new computer, most of which now
come with optical mice. You will see a difference.
Oh, and when you get to the store, be prepared to
spend a little time in making a decision. You will
find designer mice in red, green, blue, purple, and
other colors. You will also see mice in many different sizes with a large variety of finishes. The most
important thing, however, may be for you to choose
a mouse that fits your hand and feels comfortable.
Also remember that there are other input devices
that can be substituted for a mouse. There are trackballs, joy sticks, and touch pads that can be used if
you don't find a mouse comfortable. There are also
specialized devices that can be used for people with
disabilities. Some of these devices can even adjust
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for shaky hands and other dexterity problems. I use
a specialized mouse called an Aerobic Mouse
(www.aerobicmouse.com) that is especially designed for people with arthritis and carpal tunnel
syndrome. It's a big, ugly mouse, but I love it. It
keeps your hand in a hand-shake position that alleviates the twist in your wrist that can cause pain if you
use the computer a lot or have carpal tunnel syndrome. It also steadies the hand, making using the
mouse easier.
So take your time and find the mouse or input device that is right for you. Today, most mice attach to
your computer through the USB port. This is a nice
feature since it means that if you and your honey
want to use different mice, they can both be plugged
in at the same time and each person can have constant access to the mouse of their choice.

Corel PaintShop Photo
Pro X3 Ultimate
A software review by Sharon Rump,
Member, Sarasota PCUG, Florida
July 2011 issue,
Sarasota PCUG Monitor
www.spcug.org
pcugedit@verizon.net
I have been using other products for years to edit
photos. When I was given the opportunity to check
out Corel‟s latest offering, PaintShop Photo Pro X3
Ultimate, I eagerly jumped in to learn something
new. I was very excited to open the box and find
two small books included. The first one was the Getting Started Guide which is just walks you through
what you can do with this program. The second, the
User Guide, while small, packs a lot of helpful information to get you on your way to working with
all of the features offered in this program. Little
software comes with a printed guide and that is what
I find the easiest to use when you have a particular
issue you want to find out about.
Installation was very simple with no problems.
When I opened the program I was a bit disappointed
as the work area was black which I really do not prefer. But, the program that I have used for a long time
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has gone to a dark background so I guess it must
make the image that you are working with stand out
more and after a while, you get used to it.
The program includes the Organizer, Express Lab
and Full Editor.
Corel PaintShop Photo Organizer allows you to look
at all of the photos on your computer and you can
choose the size to view, the order in which to view
(time taken, file size, name, format), the EXIF information and the ability to rate your images. Here you
will find everything you could possibly want to
know about an image.
The Express Lab presents many tools to quickly
make edits to an image, many of them with one simple click.
Upon opening the Full Editor the first thing that I
noted was “The Learning Center” which is a pallet
down the left side of the workspace. There are lots of
options which include Get Photos, Adjust, Retouch
and Restore, Collage, Text and Graphics, Effects and
Print and Share. Clicking on each of these options
opens up a more detailed listing to give you more
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content to help with your learning. There is also a
Corel Guide which is available from the Help menu
or by clicking a small round red button on the right
hand side of the screen. This opens up a window that
has lots of hyperlinks to tutorials that are being added to the Corel website, templates and new styles
available for download as they become available,
trial software available from Corel and updates and
improvements to the program. I was very impressed
with all of the learning tools available.
There are lots of automatic things that you can use
on an image when you aren‟t quite sure how to
tweak or enhance an image and then if it isn‟t exactly
what you want you simply use the History Palette to
undo that step.
Palettes of the features available are simply turned
on and off with a simple click so that you can set up
your work area to meet your specific needs. Sometimes I seem to click the wrong place and things disappear. That is another learning opportunity as when
I search to find out how to undo something that I lost
I generally find some new things.
One of the new features is the Object Extractor

PAGE 10

CFCS BUSSLINE NEWSLETTER

which makes it easy to take something out of a picture and place it somewhere else. Since working with
photo editing programs, I have learned that you
should never rely on what you see in a picture as these programs make just about anything you can imagine possible.
The Smart Carver tool will let you also let you remove an object from an image and then you can
change the scale of an image. It did a good job to
make me look a lot thinner with no one else the wiser.
There are batch processing options that allow you to
change the type of images you have or simply rename them with options you prefer. Most of the time
an original image from a camera has a name that you
would not be able to use to identify your image and
these tools make it much easier.
There is a monitor calibration wizard that will help
you adjust the contrast, brightness and color so you
are seeing your work in the closest to natural colors
as possible. You can pay big bucks to do this and
Corel includes it in this program that is packed full
of possibilities.
Also included on the CD is Project Creator that will
guide you creating a photo book, greeting card, collage, calendar or slideshow. I had so much fun creating a few projects and it really make you look like a
pro with all of the included templates. You can print
these yourself or order them online directly from the
program. There is also the capability of posting your
photos or video that you create on Facebook, Flickr
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or YouTube.
There is so much packed into this one little box that I
can‟t believe it retails for only $39.99 directly from
the website at corel.com.

Discovering Windows 7 –
Part 17
By Neil Stahfest, Vice President, Tacoma Area PC User Group, Washington
July 2011 issue, the Data Line
NCStahfest@msn.com
www.tapcug.org
This is for all of you who have a laptop PC with
Windows 7. As you move your PC between your
home, office, library or meetings, you may need to
change some settings such as screen brightness or
connect to various networks. Windows 7 contains a
number of controls in the Windows Control Panel
that let you make these changes. You can make these
changes individually or at one central location called
the Windows Mobility Center. You don‟t even need
to go to the Control Panel to reach the Mobility Center. Simply press the Windows Icon key and the letter X on your keyboard at the same time.
When you do, the Windows Mobility Center will appear, looking something like the image below. Different tiles may be displayed depending upon the
version of Windows 7 loaded on your computer or
your computer‟s hardware configuration. In addition,
some PC manufacturer may customize the Mobility
Center by adding some additional controls.
As you can see, commonly used settings
such as display brightness, sound volume and
network settings are
easily adjustable from
here. Some settings may
not be available because
the required hardware is
not connected. In that
case the tiles will be
greyed out. In the example above, no external display is connect-
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ed. Wireless settings may be
temporarily unavailable if the
hardware switch is turned off.
(You may need to check the
information that came with
your computer to learn where to
find this hardware switch.)
On another topic, are you
“bugged” by those little windows that occasionally pop up
in the corner of your display
screen warning you about Windows maintenance and security
items? Usually this happens
when you turn your computer
on but it can happen at any
time. Personally, I want to see
messages telling me that there
are Windows updates available
for my computer but I don‟t
care to see messages relating to
things like spyware protection
and user account control.
These messages are controlled
by something called the
“Windows 7 Action Center.”
As usual, Windows gives us
several ways to reach the
“Action Center” but I prefer to
do it this way. Click on the
Windows “Start” button, in the search box enter
“action center” and then press “Enter”. You should
see something like this:
Now click on “Change Action CenterSettings” (circled in red). A new window will open that
looks something like this:
As you can see, you can turn off a lot of security and
maintenance messages here. Just uncheck the ones
you don‟t want to see and click on the “OK” button.
If you change your mind, just click on the check boxes to restore the messages.
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Slide Scanning 2011
By Greg Skalka, President, UCHUG
(Under the Computer Hood UG),
California
July 2011 issue, DriveLight
www.uchug.org
presidentuchug.org
On the morning of October 22, 2007, my family, like
many others in northern San Diego County, awoke to
the threat of wildfires moving into urban areas.
Though we were under mandatory evacuation orders,
the need to leave was not urgent, so we were able to
pack up our four cars over several hours. All the irreplaceable and important items we could fit were
loaded, including photo albums, computer cases, ex-
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ternal hard drives and my collection of 35 mm slides.
We headed up to Orange County to stay for a few
days, and fortunately had a house to return to.

presentation I gave to our group in 2008 (which can
be viewed at www.uchug.org/Presentations/Slide%
20Scanning.pdf).

Though our neighborhood was never really threatened, the experience left an impression on me. I‟ve
owned a digital camera for 11 years, and all of the
40,000 digital photos I had taken in that time were
easily transported with us on a single external hard
drive. Because I also kept a backup of these files in
another geographic location, I was even less concerned about their safety. My collection of 7300
slides taken over 32 years was a big concern, however, since they occupied two large boxes and were the
only copies I had.

Three years have passed since then, and I‟ve only
scanned a few slides. Unfortunately, I‟ve found dealing with these thousands of slides is a daunting task.
I‟d found a scanner that provided good results, but
with a scan time of 1 to 4 minutes each, I‟d need to
spend the equivalent of 3 to 12 work weeks (of 40
hours each) to complete the task. I could hire out the
job, image in the display has the correct orientation,
but there is also a menu selection to flip or mirror the
image before scanning. The brightness of the image
can be adjusted to some degree before scanning
through an adjustment to the internal LED backlight.
The brightness can be set to one of seven levels from
-3 to +3 (+3 being the brightest, and 0 assumed to be
nominal). By some degree, I mean that the “camera”
inside the device also appears to have an automatic
exposure feature that compensates for the brightness
adjustment at times. This means that a change in the
brightness setting does not always result in a visible

Though I already owned three film scanners at the
time, I had never gotten around to starting the scanning process, as I was still searching for that elusive
perfect scanning method. I spent more time researching scanning options after the fires, bought a fourth
scanner (a PrimeFilm 3600u film scanner) and outlined my new scanning plan in the film scanning
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change to the resulting image.
To scan, the OK/COPY button is pressed once; the scan takes
only a couple of seconds. The unit then displays a save/edit
menu. A second button press saves the captured image to either
the internal 25 MB memory or a memory card in the external
SD memory card slot. I have only tried a 2 GB SD card in the
slot, though the
product‟s box says it is also compatible with SDHC (though
this is the only documentation that indicates SDHC capability).
The save/edit menu also allows the image to be rotated 90 degrees in either direction (for portrait vs. landscape orientation),
though it appears it only changes to portrait mode on the scanner‟s display. All of
my saved images remained in landscape orientation.
The scanner claims a 7.3 megapixel image, which was confirmed by the 3312 x 2208 (nominal) image files I captured.
The files are saved in JPEG format with fairly strong compression; the typical image file size is 1.4 to 1.8 MB. The scans I
made were of good resolution, with no noticeable combut

even Costco‟s photo services would charge $2100 to
scan all my slides. Faced with a large cost in either
time or money, I wound up doing nothing, and so my
slides still sit in film form, vulnerable and degrading
over time.
Fortunately my procrastination has managed to be
beneficial, as there are now new film scanning devices available with much shorter scan times. One of
these is the Wolverine Data F2D300 35mm film to
digital converter (www.wolverinedata.com). It appears to contain the guts of a digital camera, so it
captures the image quickly all at once, rather than in
a slow scan. It does not even require a computer,
storing the photo files in a small internal memory or
a removable SD memory card.
The unit is powered from an AC adapter and cable.
The cable has a small connector on one end (for the
scanner) and a USB connector on the other. The
scanner can be powered from AC by plugging the
cable USB end into the power adapter, or the unit
can be powered from any USB port by using only the
cable.
Operation is simple, with only four buttons on the
top of the unit. The control menus and the image to
be scanned are displayed on a 2.4” LCD display on
the front of the device. The scanner can be set to
scan slides, negatives and black & white (negatives, I
presume).
Two plastic scanning trays are provided. One tray
holds up to four slides in their cardstock or plastic
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mounts; the other holds strip negatives (up to six 35
mm images). The trays have a hinged cover with
magnetic latches to hold it closed. The slide tray is
easy to load; the negative tray requires more effort to
align the film‟s notches with pegs on the tray‟s base.
A loaded tray is inserted into an opening on the right
side on the scanner near the base and then protrudes
out the other side. The tray is shifted to allow each
slide to be scanned. Detents in the tray help index the
tray for each slide or negative, but you can also use
the display to make sure the tray is lined up in the
scanner correctly.
It is best to place the slide or negative in the tray so
that the pression artifacts. The unit I tested appeared
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to crop the slide slightly, so the slide mount was not
at all visible. I made scans of slides and color negatives and both came out well.
To copy the photo files to a computer, you can simply remove the SD card. The unit must be connected
to a USB port on a computer (through the power/data
cable) to copy any files stored in internal memory.
The scanner can be set to provide a slide show of
stored images on its LCD screen. The unit can also
display on a TV with a display cable (which is not
included), per the documentation.
Overall, I found the unit I tested worked well,
providing a reasonable image very quickly. Even allowing an average of 10 seconds per slide to scan (to
allow for tray loading), I could scan my entire slide
collection in only 20 hours. This would give me a
good quality copy of all my slides in a short period
of time. I could then use my high-resolution
PrimeFilm scanner on only the select few slides
where a better quality scan might be needed in the
future.
The only suggestions for changes or improvements
to the Wolverine Data F2D300 I found are:
 Provide a JPEG compression adjustment, so that
images can be saved at higher quality. The high
JPEG compression is my main gripe about the unit.
 Provide a way to disable the automatic exposure
feature, so the brightness adjustment works better.
Provide a way to set the date and time in the JPEG
file, so it can be set to reflect when the original photo
was taken. The unit currently saves the JPEG files
with a timestamp from an internal clock that starts
from 1/1/2008 at 12:00 PM each time the device is
powered on.
Overall, I found the Wolverine Data F2D300 to be a
good value. While I‟d prefer it saved images with a
lower compression, or ideally with a lossless compression like PNG, its ability to scan so quickly
makes it useful when there are a lot of slides or negatives to scan. It may not scan with the highest resolution, but it is definitely among the fastest.
Chapter 2 - When Two is not Better Than One
The Wolverine Data F2D300 unit I used for this review was loaned to me by a member of my user
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group who won it at the 2011 Southwest Computer
Conference (it was donated to the conference by
Wolverine Data). After seeing how well it worked
and how quickly it could scan slides, I purchased one
for myself.
Unfortunately, my unit did not work quite as well as
the borrowed one. Instead of cropping the slide image slightly, my scanner had a slightly wider view,
so that the rounded inside corners of the slide mount
are barely visible. This is not a problem in my estimation; I actually prefer this, so I can crop it myself
later if desired. Unfortunately, the images captured
are also slightly out of focus. The problem cannot be
seen on the scanner display, but is apparent when
viewing the images full-screen on a computer display. The files captured by the borrowed scanner are
noticeably clearer by comparison.
I called the support number provided with the product (Irvine, CA area code) and was quickly connected to tech support. The person I spoke with confirmed that the focus problem could not be corrected
by any adjustment, and that they would provide me
with an RMA number to return it. Since I purchased
it from Costco (online), I elected to save the return
postage that I presumed I would need to pay, and instead returned it to Costco (at a store). I then ordered
another F2D300 scanner.
My second slide scanner was a keeper. The image
was slightly clearer than even the borrowed scanner.
Like the borrowed scanner, the image was slightly
cropped, but this new one also had the image shifted
down slightly. I am dismayed that this product does
not appear to be very consistent between units in image quality, but at least I got one that I am happy
with on the second try. I‟m not interested in rolling
the dice again. Now I can get my slides digitized before the fire season this fall.
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THIS AND THAT
By Elizabeth B. Wright, Member, Computer Club of Oklahoma City
July 2011 issue, CCOKC eMonitor
www.ccokc.org
wright599new@sbcglobal.net
Remember the play “Six Degrees of Separation?” It
was also a movie. The title has become a common
catch-phrase, but it doesn‟t really get the respect it is
due. The theory is that all of us are connected to everyone in the world by only six steps. I know Pete,
Pete knows Pierre, Pierre knows a high powered
British politician, the HPBP knows a member of the
British Royal Family, the Royal is related to and
knows the English Monarch. So following this line,
there are only four people separating me from knowing British Monarch. Of course my chances of meeting her are non-existent, but that isn‟t the point. The
lesson here is that so much of what we do is influenced bythis factor. Pyramid schemes are doomed to
failure because of it. Ideas are lost because of it. Tell
one person about your fantastic theory for curing
some horrible disease and the next thing you know it
has been patented by someone you never heard of.
This is also why you keep getting the same junk
email from so many different people.
So how can we apply this to our computers? If you
are like most of us, we use our computers for the
more simple tasks of word processing, connecting to
the internet, some bookkeeping (banking software,
etc.), graphics – mostly photographs, and other simplified work. But we all run into trouble now and
again. A big “for instance.” I booted up my computer
this morning to work on this article. And for the first
time in my 20 some years of owning a computer it
failed to boot the hard drives properly. I could not
access much of my data. Nothing to do but shut it
down, fortunately it went through the proper procedure for that, and turn it back on. It came back in its
normal configuration. Go figure. Hopefully this will
never happen again, but only time will tell.
Back to the subject at hand. There are 6° separating
us from useful computer skills:
1. Computer hardware
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2. Operating system
3. Computer skills
4. Purchasing software
5. Software training
6. Computer competence
#1, Whether you bought a computer completely assembled or built it yourself, the first step requires
knowing what is inside the case. You don‟t necessarily have to completely
understand how it all works, but you should at least
be familiar with the names of the parts in order to use
some of the helpful information found in the manuals
and other books as well as on the internet.
Second step, and possibly the most frustrating, is getting to know the operating system.
This is the software that is like the fuel that runs the
engine of your car. Without it, you ain‟t goin‟ no
place. In the early years of computers there were no
operating systems (often referred to as OS.) And only those people who really, really wanted to learn
about computers mastered the necessary skills to do
so. Now the two main choices to get us over that hurdle are Microsoft Windows machines and Apple
Macs. Both require an OS to make them do our bidding. The more you learn about the OS the easier
other tasks will become. Computer clubs and community colleges are places to look for help in this
area.
For item #3, learning basic computer skills gets you
started, honing those skills keeps you moving forward. This step is somewhat a combination of learning about the OS and learning to use software as in
step #5. Some kind of training is usually necessary
and can be gotten from the previously mentioned
clubs and classes, but also from a REALLY patient
friend or relative who will spend endless hours helping you learn this most foreign of foreign languages.
Of course you can always slog your way through it
on your own, but what fun is that?
#4, Purchasing software depends on what you want
the computer to do for you. Most
home/small office users buy programs for personal
finances, word processing, spreadsheets and
graphics. People who need to make the computer pay
for itself and also support them buy, in addition to
those, the more sophisticated software for databases
and intense graphical work. And there are also
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“Gamers,” but they are different from most of us.
#5, Software Training is a bit less daunting than
computer skill training in that much of it
consists of following certain steps to accomplish a
given task. But of course, it isn‟t really easy. You
must be willing to set aside preconceived notions of
how things ought to work and live with how the programmers mandated them to work. But there are
classes, books, online training, computer clubs and
friends to help out in this step too.
The final step, Computer Competence, is the goal
line in our 6° hypothesis. There are four steps between your purchase of the hardware and competence/confidence in using it. If you don‟t get the cart
before the horse in those four steps you will be much
happier in your computer world.

Color Scheme Designer:
Free Online Color Wheel
By Verla Herschell,
Digital Imaging SIG Leader,
Topeka (Kansas) PC Users Club
www.topekapcusersclub.org
topekapcusersclub (at) cox.net
The color wheel is a proven
tool for those in the business
of color and design, whether
you are an interior designer,
web designer, or artist.
Well, I have come across a
new “color wheel” for you,
provided that you have computer and Internet access. It
is part of an online program
called “Color Scheme Designer”
–
http://
colorschemedesigner.com/. It is a free application,
though donations are accepted if you like it.
When the program opens up, you will see a color
wheel on the left and boxes of color on the right.
There will be six small circle icons above the larger
color wheel. These let you choose monotone color,
complement, triad, tetrad, analogous, and analogous
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with an accent. On the color wheel is a small dark
dot that you can grab with the cursor and move it
around the wheel to choose the color you want. For
the triad, tetrad, analogous and analogous accent options, you can also adjust the ghosted dots on the color wheel. Under the color wheel are two other tabs:
“adjust scheme” which can be used to adjust the saturation/brightness and contrast, and “color list” to
see the actual colors used for the scheme. Under
“adjust scheme”, there is a set of presets that can be
used to further adjust the colors you might want to
use. Just below the color wheel is an RGB: ######;
when you click on that you can input your own number for your own color. You either have to know
those color numbers, or you can use a program like
Photoshop or Photoshop Elements to eyedrop a color
and check the mixes, where the color number can be
found.
On the right, below the color boxes, there are three
tabs: “Preview”, “Light page example”, and “Dark
page example”. When you click on either of the last
two you will see a sample page using the colors you
have chosen. In the lower right directly below the
boxes in the Preview is a “Show sample text” button
which will show what black, white and gray text
looks like on the colors you have chosen.
At the top on the right are tabs for “Undo”, “Redo”,
“Random”, “Colorblind”, “Color space”, “Export”,
and “Help”.
Under the
“Colorblind” tab is a drop
down of presets for what the
chosen colors would look like
to be readable by a person
with different variations of
colorblindness. The “Color
space” tab drops down to let
you see what your colors
would look like as “Web colors” and “Pantone” colors;
there is some slight color
change when you select one.
Under the “Export” tab is a drop down that will let
you export to the different types of color palettes for
the web / HTML and Photoshop, as well as a couple
others. The ability to export your palette is great if
you are creating a page or art in a program that
“reads” the type of palette chosen.
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Testing Memory
By Vinny LaBash, Regular Columnist,
Sarasota PCUG, Florida
July 2011 issue, Sarasota Monitor
www.spcug.org
labash@spcug.org
From a strictly technical perspective, memory is any
form of electronic storage. You probably know the
computer you use every day has memory. Other everyday devices also use similar types of electronic
memory. Your TV, car radio, washing machine,
wrist watch, and cell phone are a few examples.
Physical memory is both a necessary and useful
component of modern computers. If your computer's
CPU were compelled to access the hard drive for
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every piece of data it wanted, its speed would be glacial. Memory is so useful that when something happens to affect it we notice it immediately. It‟s a little
like atmospheric oxygen, unobtrusive and invisible.
Take it away and we know instantly that something
has gone horribly wrong.
Memory failures can be among the most difficult
hardware problems to diagnose because so many other things can act like memory malfunctions. If your
system was put together with a motherboard populated with less than first-class components like low
quality liquid fueled capacitors, they might swell and
burst even under normal usage. Lockups, USB ports
which refuse to work for no apparent reason, blue
screens of death, and error messages pointing to
memory failures are among some of the breakdowns
that can occur. Video pauses and application crashes

Don’t you just hate it when you buy a coupon book for certain coupons, like $5 off at Publix, a free Firestone oil change, or
a BOGO at your favorite restaurants. When these are used up, you’ve more than gotten your money back, but now it’s time
for another oil change, and you’ve used all the good restaurants. Not to worry, we just obtained a special Fall edition of
our Enjoy the City book, with all the same great coupons you are missing, but good until the end of June, 2012. Grab one
today from any board member. BTW, it’s $5 off at Winn-Dixie, but Publix accepts it!
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are additional symptoms that can afflict your PC, and
their cause may not have anything to do with a
memory crash.
Excess heat can cause the CPU to malfunction in
ways that generate error messages flatly stating that
memory is the culprit. The CPU will inexplicably
drop pages from memory after the CPU just asked
for those pages. The CPU gets confused and produces an error message accusing the memory chips of
causing a “Fatal Exception”. If that‟s not misleading
enough, messages stating that certain memory pages
were never received can appear on the screen.
Strange behavior alone is not proof of a memory
problem, but don‟t be hasty to dismiss the possibility. Memory problems do cause lockups and blue
screens of death for no apparent reason. How can
one differentiate between a memory crash and something doing a plausible imitation?
Sometimes the BIOS can help. Your BIOS should
tell you how much memory you have installed. Many
memory failures show up in the BIOS as a loss of
installed memory. A high-quality motherboard will
have a BIOS that will report the amount of memory
in each slot. With some careful sleuthing you can
easily calculate how much memory should be in each
slot, and use that information to find the memory
module that‟s causing the problem.
There is a free advanced memory test available based
on the original Memtest86. Download it from
www.memtest86.org. This is probably the best
memory testing tool you could hope to find, free or
otherwise, but with all things that seem too good to
be true, there are trade-offs. Some of your computer‟s memory must be accessed by the utility while
the tool is running and that range of memory can‟t be
tested. Another downside is that the tool requires you
to shut down the computer and run the test from a
boot disk. Don‟t let that stop you from using
Memtest86. Use it according to directions and you
will resolve problems that would otherwise be beyond the capabilities of ordinary mortals.
Memory failures can prevent the system from starting up completely. Your machine may attempt to
help you by issuing a series of diagnostic beeps on
attempted startup. There is no standard for diagnostic
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beeps so they vary with each manufacturer. You will
have to access the manufacturer‟s web site to translate the series of beeps to meaningful information.
It‟s essential to read the documentation for the motherboard and the BIOS. Some machines don‟t beep at
all; with others a single beep indicates a memory refresh failure.
In a surprising number of cases a memory module
has merely worked its way loose over time and is no
longer seated properly in its slot. It takes only a few
minutes to reseat the memory. If that doesn‟t help,
remove one of the memory modules and turn the machine back on. If the problem persists, replace the
module, remove a different module, and repeat until
the system starts again. The module most recently
removed is the guilty party. You may not be able to
use this method if your machine insists that the modules be installed in pairs.
Lastly, don‟t over-clock your PC without proper ventilation or a reliable method to keep your vital components cool. :

The Registry:
What’s it all about
By Phil Sorrentino, President,
Sarasota Personal Computer Users
Group, FL
July 2011 issue, Sarasota PC Monitor
www.spcug.org
president@spcug.org
The Windows Registry is a place in your computer
that maintains information relating to all of the essential components of your System: the Operating
System (OS), Applications (Apps), Users, and Hardware. It is a database that defines your System and
how it operates. (A “database” being an organized
collection of data for one or more uses, typically provided in digital form.) Entries in the Registry change
whenever you make a change to any of these areas.
You can think of it as a “scratch pad” that remembers all the details of how your System is setup, and
how you like to use it. The Registry can be manually
changed using the Registry Editor, “regedit”, but this
should only be undertaken with the utmost of care
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and caution. Before you attempt to change the Registry make sure you have detailed directions from a
well-known, trusted source. Mistakes made to the
Registry, at worst, could make your computer unuseable, requiring you to start all over with a fresh
installation of the OS.

KEY

Most mistakes may only create a problem with a certain part of the computer‟s operation. In these cases,
restoring the Registry can fix the mistake. So, make
sure that before you attempt to change the Registry,
you “backup” the Registry. This can be done by creating a Restore Point, or Exporting the Registry to a
safe place on your hard drive. If you determine a
mistake was made, you then could go back to the Restore Point before you made the changes to the Registry, or you could Import the old Registry from the
“a priori” saved Registry. Again, don‟t do this unless
you have very good direction and you are very convinced that you have to make the changes.

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE

So what does The Registry look like? And how is it
organized? The Registry is organized in a hierarchical fashion, just like folders on our computers.
Think about “Documents”. It typically contains Pictures, Music, Video, etc., and if you look into any of
these, you will further find folders that are there to
organize that particular type of file, pictures, music,
or videos. Similarly, the Registry has basically five*
high level items; in the registry they are called
“Keys”, but you can still think of them as folders.
(You may also see these keys referred to as “hives”.)
The names will look strange to most of us, with the
possible exception of those that may have developed
software code sometime in the past.
These five are:
HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT,
HKEY_USERS,
HKEY_CURRENT_USER,
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE, and
HKEY_CURRENT_CONFIG.
See, I told you they would look strange. Each of these “keys” contains a specific type of information
shown in the following table.

BUY YOUR INK at :

cfcs.InkRaiser.com

HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT
HKEY_USERS
HKEY_CURRENT_USER

HKEY_CURRENT_CONFI
G
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Contains
Information
Relating To:
Computer’s User Interface
Each User’s Account
The user that is currently logged in to Windows
Hardware and Software
found on this particular
computer
The machine’s current
configuration

(*There are actually other High Level Keys in the
Registry, but they are not accessible with Regedit,
and hence cannot be easily changed. These keys are
more dynamic and contain information relating to the
computer‟s runtime operations.)
Regedit works very much like Windows Explorer
(which has been called the keys to the kingdom,
many times by yours truly). Select an object in the
left pane and its contents is shown in the right pane.
An example of an open Registry is shown below:

Notice the hierarchical arrangement of the folders in
the HKEY_CURRENT_CONFIG. “Software” followed by “Microsoft” followed by “windows” followed by “CurrentVersion” and finally “Internet Settings” which is selected and the contents of which
are shown in the right pane. As with folders this implies that “Internet Settings” is contained within
“CurrentVersion” which is contained within
“windows”, which is contained within “Microsoft”
which is contained within “Software” which is contained within the HKEY_CURRENT_CONFIG registry key.
Selecting the lowest level key in the left pane displays the contents in the right pane. The contents are
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individual items that control some operation within
the computer. Each item has a Name and a Data
Type and a Data Value. Data Types can take on only
certain Data Values, only those values determined by
the Data Type. These again are details that, I think,
will only look familiar to someone who has been involved in programming in the past. However, it is
good to see these so that if you try to change the registry you will better understand the directions being
given. Here are a few of the Data Types and a brief
description of their Data Values.
So, I guess by now I‟ve lost most of the readers, but
if you do want to use Regedit, the above information
will be useful because the directions to change the
registry look very cryptic, even after becoming familiar with the above information. A typical set of
Name

Data Type

Data Description

Binary Value
DWord
Value
String Value
QWord

REG_BINA
RY
REG_DWO
RD
REG_SZ

Raw Binary Data

REG_QWO
RD

Integer that is 32 bits
long
Fixed
Length
Text
String
Integer that is 64 bits
long
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directions
to
change
the
Regishttps://
mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?
ui=2&ik=f7b152f0d5&view=att&th=131d557fc8071
0bf&attid=0.5&disp=inline&realattid=file4&zwtry
may look like the following. (This change to the
Registry was made to fix a networking problem.)
Click Start, select Run, type regedit, and press
Enter. Navigate your way to the following Registry
key:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SYSTEM\CurrentCo
ntrolSet\Services\Netbt\Parameters
Key: DhcpNodeType
Value Type: REG_DWORD - Number
Valid Range: 1,2,4,8 (B -node, P-node, M-node, Hnode)
Default: 1 or 8 based on the server configuration
Change value to 0.
There are times when a change to the Registry is just
what the doctor ordered, but try never to get into the
situation where it is necessary. A more prudent plan
is to create an Image of your System when it is operating properly and go back to that whenever you get
into trouble from a virus attack or a hardware failure.
The Registry might be a nice place to visit (and appreciate) but you don‟t really want to spend very
much time there.

President Arvin Meyer introduces Oz Ruggles to the group at
July’s CFCS general meeting. If you weren’t present, you missed
a great talk by the great and wonderful guru/wizard.

Does ‘speaker’ rank
higher or lower than
‘organizer’?
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Ed Hillstead, our most senior member at 103, joined us, along with former president Ed Mitchell, for the July meeting.

Oz Rugless gets a few tips from member Ted Goodwin, regarding the best shortcuts to use on his way home.
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HelpLine
HelpLine is a free service to members of CFCS only. The following volunteers have offered to field questions by phone or via email with software and hardware problems listed below. Please be considerate of the volunteer you are calling.
As a free service, you should not be asked to pay for help or be solicited for products or services. If anything to the contrary
occurs, please contact the HelpLine coordinator immediately. Their names will be removed from the list.
Additional volunteers are needed in some existing categories and for new categories. If you are interested, please contact the
HelpLine coordinator at e-mail: helpline@cfcs.org

Please Note - This is a service for CFCS MEMBERS ONLY
Digital Photography & Video
Ken Larrabee
407 365-2660
anytime
KLarrabee@cfl.rr.com
DOS
Stan Wallner
407-862-2669
smwallner@yahoo.com

5 pm-7 pm

407-365-2660

Stan Wallner
407-862-2669
smwallner@yahoo.com
MS ACCESS
Arvin Meyer, MVP 407-327-3810
Access-sig@cfcs.org

407-327-3810

vp-adm@cfcs.org

Networking - Home or Office
Doug Gabbard
e-mail only
Dougga@gmail.com

407-327-3810

vp-adm@cfcs.org

Windows
Hewie Poplock
hewie@hewie.net

WinZip
Arvin Meyer
anytime
5 pm-7 pm

7 pm - 9 pm

MS Office Products:
MS Word, Excel, Power Point, Outlook and Access
Doug Gabbard
(e-mail only)
Dougga@gmail.com
Security
Arvin Meyer

SQL-Server
Arvin Meyer

407-362-7824 5 pm-7 pm

Kris Hestad
321-459-2755
kris.hestad@surfdogs.com

Kris Hestad
321-459-2755
kris.hestad@surfdogs.com
Hardware
Ken Larrabee

HelpLine Listings

407-327-3810

vp-adm@cfcs.org

Wireless Routers
Kris Hestad
321-459-2755
kris.hestad@surfdogs.com
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◄ Jul 2011

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

3

Newspaper
Copy deadline

7

8

~ August 2011 ~
Wed
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Sep 2011 ►

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

31

Notes:

CFCS BoD
Denny’s
Casselberry
7 pm

9

10
Access, Office,
Security
SIGs:
New Horizons,
Lee Rd. 7 pm

14

15

16

17

iPhone SIG, Lee
Rd. Denny’s,
7 pm

21

22

23

12:30 pm
Windows SIG
2pm
General Meeting

28

Photo/Video SIG
Moved to Cloud.
Ck. E-Blast for
date/time.
Tech SIG
Denny’s,
Casselberry
7 pm

29

30

~ September 2011 ~

◄ Aug 2011

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Oct 2011 ►

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

Notes:

Newspaper
Copy deadline

4

5

6

7
CFCS BoD
Denny’s
Casselberry
7 pm

11

12

13

14
Access, Office,
Security
SIGs:
New Horizons,
Lee Rd. 7 pm

18

19

12:30 pm
Windows SIG
2pm
General Meeting

iPhone SIG, Lee
Rd. Denny’s,
7 pm

25

26

20

21
Photo/Video SIG
Moved to Cloud.
Ck. E-Blast for
date/time.

27
Tech SIG
Denny’s,
Casselberry
7 pm

28
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DIRECTIONS TO MONTHLY MEETING
Our meeting building is at the intersection of
Lee Road and Turner Rd. The meeting is in the
building behind the one on the corner of Lee
and Turner. Turn North on Turner, left into the
parking lot, and drive behind the office building
in the rear of the parking lot. You will see a sign:
Jackson Hewitt delivery entrance. Plenty of
parking is nearby, and the meeting room is just
inside, making it accessible for those with special mobility equipment.
SPECIFIC DIRECTIONS
based on your starting point.
From I-4, exit at lee Rd., drive East 1/2 mile
to Turner Rd. and turn left onto Turner and
left again into the first parking lot. Drive to
the rear of the rearmost building and look for
the Jackson Hewitt delivery entrance.
From Apopka/436 area, go south on 441 to
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Lee Rd., Go about 2 miles, past I-4, then turn
left onto Turner and left again into the first
parking lot. Drive to the rear of the rearmost
building and look for the Jackson Hewitt delivery entrance.
From the SouthWest, take John Young to
Lee Rd. as above, turn left on Turner and left
again into the first parking lot. Drive to the
rear of the rearmost building and look for
the Jackson Hewitt delivery entrance.
From Hwy 17-92, drive to Lee Rd, turn West,
then go 8/10ths of a mile to Turner Rd. and
turn right. Drive to the rear of the rearmost
building and look for the Jackson Hewitt delivery entrance.
PARKING is FREE!

Support our Advertisers.

Tell them you
saw their ad in the CFCS Newsletter!

